
 

 

Notes from the Chairman                                                                 April 2018  

Since the beginning of the new year it would seem that the weather has been conspiring to make work 
outside the club house as difficult, and unattractive as possible.  Rain has persisted on many Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, thus making good use of any dry days of utmost importance.  The major tasks are all now 
almost complete.  Alterations to the arrivals platform providing a larger "buggy park", repositioned exit 
gate, and additional signage should assist in easier movement of passengers, and four carriage trains can 
now be accommodated.  Concrete kerbs have been installed along the track side adjacent to the 
ornamental pond. Two additional water tanks have been installed with the pipe work almost complete, as 
is the case with the new fencing to hide them.  As always, the signalling department have been continuing 
replacing wiring, and the bracket signal at the end of the departures platform is to be fixed to one of the 
new fence posts. 

Following the work on the lake carried out in December, damage to the track was found to be a little more 
extensive than originally thought. Once the heavy covering of mud had been removed, it exposed more rail 
that needed to be replaced.  This was completed by early March, and a train made several circuits to 
confirm that the track is safe to use.  However, there is still a great deal of mud to remove.  It had been 
planned to use a petrol powered pressure washer to blast this mud away, but the recent rain means that it 
would be impossible to get the unit close to the affected places.  With the help of the B&W, an alternative 
solution is being sought.  

The work on the GWR Prairie has been temporarily halted although a start has been made on fitting the 
side tanks. Roger Dennis and Chris Ede have been focussing their attention on the new fencing. 

Work on the prototype "quickbuild" 5" gauge electric loco is progressing well.  The mainframes have been 
completed, and axle-boxes, axles, wheels, plus fly-cranks have been made and fitted. Next the motor is to 
be installed, so shortly it should be possible to test it under power. In addition, Malcolm Mogford has 
almost completed the wheels for his loco, and Kevin Knowles has the materials to hand in readiness for 
making a start.  

The Spring Open Weekend is barely two weeks away - Saturday 21st and 22nd April.  We have a promising 
number of visitors booked in, both locomotives and traction engines, the current overall total being 
twenty-seven.  As a new venture it is hoped that as many members as possible will be available to assist, 
and of course to take part. 

Finally, a reminder.  It was agreed to 
make fuller use of our track.  We are 
now into April.  Let's start doing so 
regularly on Saturday afternoons.  This 
would surely make our efforts 
worthwhile, and rewarding. 

David Hale 

 

Alan and Clive working hard near the 
new fencing. 
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ESSMEE Monthly Talk - March 2018. Thomas Brassey - Railway Engineer.  Giles Harvey 

Thomas Brassey (November 1805 - December 1870) was a railway engineer of whom in all probability many will have 
little if any knowledge.  Giles described Brassey's life history from his schooldays until his death.  He was a 
contemporary of Brunel, but unlike him, was not a self-publicist.  He believed in getting on with the job.  He never 
worked with Brunel, but did work with most of the other well-known civil engineers of their day, sometimes as a sub-
contractor, partner or in his own right.  

Brassey was responsible for building railways on five continents including in Europe, Canada, Australia, South 
America and India.  In Britain he accounted for one third, 75% in France, and 5% worldwide.  In total this was in 
excess of 8000 miles.  Again, unlike Brunel, he did not believe it necessary to aim to build his railways over flat 
terrain, but always aimed for realistic gradients using reversing points to gain altitude especially in S. America. 

 Among the men he employed Brassey was very popular as he displayed a genuine care for their welfare, ensuring 
that they were provided with satisfactory on site accommodation, and adequate food. 

Thankyou Giles for a most informative evening. 

 

ESSMEE Monthly Meeting 15th February 2018                Annual Auction 

Perhaps the cold dark evenings are beginning to deter members from attending our evening meetings, or perhaps 
workshops are so well equipped that there is no space for more items.  However, with a turnout of around fifteen 
members Society funds were increased by just over £140 which was a little lower than last year, but nevertheless, a 
worthwhile addition.                        David Hale. 

Mendip Training   

Driver training for Mendip will recommence in 
April as soon as the weather warms up. Please 
put your name on the driver training list that is 
on the notice board. 

We are aware that there are some drivers who 
believe they are quite capable of driving a steam 
engine without training, and that is quite true. 
However, this is a club engine and we all need to 
work closely together from start up to close 
down so that it will last us for many years. 

A thought has struck me that as it is now a year since we finished Mendip, is it not time we thought about another 
project such as a club electric diesel with plenty of power? Not too expensive to build and a very useful puller, or 
how about a Black 5 or standard class 5 as a club project? The plans for these are well documented and it is possible 
to get parts laser cut. Just a thought.          George White 

 

Do you need your boiler testing?  

Members who want their boiler(s) tested please give John 
Canning a call in plenty of time. It is much better if we can 
test a group of boilers at one time rather than have the 
tests spread over several weeks. 01749 831341 

 

 

 

 



Wheelchair carriage update March 2018 

ESSMEE has received the following communication in respect of our grant application for support to help purchase a 
wheelchair carriage. 

I am pleased to inform you that Somerset Community Foundation has considered your application for funding and 
would like to offer a grant of £500.00 towards Special carriage to carry wheelchair bound people, their carers and less 
mobile people. This grant is being made from the Framptons Transport Community Fund managed by Somerset 
Community Foundation.   
Jocelyn Blacker, Programmes Manager, Somerset Community Foundation 
 
Along with this £500 and the £2000 from Michael Eavis, we are now expanding our search 
to bridge the shortfall of just under £3000. This process is taking longer than expected, and 
along with the lead time to manufacture, it is difficult to envisage us having this asset for 
use before this time next year. A further number of target organisations have been 
identified, but as you will appreciate, Somerset is not the most affluent area of the country 
and this is reflected in the responses received. Additionally, we are competing with many 
other needy causes for a limited pot of grant funding. 

Further updates will be available as progress is made.    Brian Wilson   

 Platform modifications. 

 

We are near the completion of the exit modifications to the Platform, and there have been a number of club 
members who have kindly assisted, each bringing his skills to achieving the end result. 
 
So here is the beauty contest list of helpers:  George, Brian, David, Roy, Kevin, Chris, David, John, Chris, Roy, Gordon, 
Neil, and I am sure I have left someone out, so I am sorry if that’s you!     (There are duplicate names, that is your job 
to sort out which one you are!) 
 
All we have to do is now make sure that our passengers go out the way we want them to go, and that, with the open 
gate exit, they don’t try to get in the out. 
 
The next project is to repaint the Signal Box, so if there are any members who want to take advantage of the superb 
bonus payments due to all decorators who slap paint will they please sign on with me again for what will be an 
exciting experience, with generous holiday allowance and top rates of pay. 
 
Thank you to all the Slaves.                 Robin Duys. 
 

Bristol ME Exhibition             17th – 19th August 2018  

‘Tempus Fugit’.  It’s that time of year again already!  The Bristol ME 
Exhibition is only four months away and ESSMEE has once more agreed 
to take part.  Last year’s exhibition was another good show for ESSMEE 
with many favourable comments regarding the stand and the fact that 
we made the effort to get ‘Mendip’ there. 

No such excessive effort this year though.  We are, however, thinking 
about taking Roger HC’s Garrett so we could have another noticeable 
exhibit.  We will need more, obviously, so give it some thought as to 
what you can contribute to your club stand.  It can be anything, it 
doesn’t have to be finished, it doesn’t have to be exceptional, it just 
needs to be of interest to fellow model engineers. 

August is not that far away so I will be contacting everyone again soon. And if you want ‘free entry’ volunteer to 
commit an hour or so to man (woman) the club stand.                                                                                            

 It’s up to you.                                                      Stuart Bond  

Remember this family at 

last year’s main show? 



Replaceable Tip Turning Tools. 

For many years now I have used replaceable carbide 
tip tool holders on my lathe. 

The other morning, whilst having a cup of tea at the 
club, I idly flicked through a recent copy of the Model 
Engineer. What caught my eye was an advert for tool 
holders that employed replaceable carbide inserts. 

The price asked for a 10 mm square side and face lathe 
tool tip holder was in the middle of the £30 to £40 
range with individual tips price in excess of £3.50. (I am 
unable to recall the exact prices that is why I have 
generalised the costs.) 

However if one looks at 
https://www.banggood.com/SCLCR1010H06-
10x100mm-Lathe-Turning-Tool-Holder-With-10pcs-
CCMT0602-Inserts-p-1076086.html?rmmds=myorder&cur_warehouse=CN  you will find a 10 mm tip holder and 10 
tips for £8.19 (some variation my occur due to exchange rate changes.) 

Normally on this page there will be links to other tool holder pages showing similar prices. 

I have been using these products for about 3 years and cannot find any difference in performance in comparison to 
the much higher priced tools. 

The only down side of purchasing these tools is the delivery time is in the order of 3 weeks. I am happy to wait for 
this reduction in price.            David Tompkins. 

Spring Open Weekend, 21st & 22nd April 2018  
 
Bookings for the Spring Open Weekend have been coming in steadily since the first notifications were sent out. A 
reminder was sent out recently which has resulted in a further batch, and we now have 21 locomotives of all sorts, 
18 traction engines and a Stanley steam car, spread across the two days. There is still time for a few more entries, 
but it promises to be a good weekend both for our visitors and as many ESSMEE members that can make it. Let’s 
hope it stops raining by then!  Mike and Anne Malleson 

 
For Sale (due to downsizing) 

"Alpine" Taiwanese Vertical Mill/Drill 

Mounted on a robust metal stand this imperial mill/drill has both fine feed and a rapid-action drilling handle.  Single 
phase.  9-speed belt driven from 260 to 2100 rpm.  3MT.  Equipped with 6” swivelling Abwood vice, ½” Jacobs chuck 
no.34, Pozilock chuck with 4 metric collets, slitting saw arbor, dro, clamping kit, tooling 

In good working order.  Only occasional and light work since purchasing from the club several years ago.  £325. 
(There was a very similar mill/drill recently sold on www.lathes.co.uk asking price £550) 

Andrew Featherstone        andrewfeatherstone1@gmail.com 

AGM April 19th     

7pm in the clubhouse. Come and thank the committee for their continued efforts and welcome in the new 
committee. 
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The latest engine to arrive at 
ESSMEE 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter articles 
 
Have you been somewhere interesting, can you report on a project, or can you tell us about the club 
projects? Send it all to janiceapwhite@yahoo.com  
 
Forthcoming events:   
 
April 19th  AGM at the Clubhouse at 7pm 
April 21st/22nd  Spring Open Weekend 
May 17th  Steam up and barbecue 
May 30th/31st/June 1st/2nd   Main show 
June 11th  Sweet Pea Rally visit 
June 21st  Steam up at Alhampton with Stephen Wessel 
 
 

 

Don’t forget that if you use the Amazon 
website our society can benefit financially. 

Just go through the link at the bottom of our 
homepage on the website each time you 

shop.  

http://www.essmee.org.uk/ 

mailto:janiceapwhite@yahoo.com
http://www.essmee.org.uk/

